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Our UN Study Tour
We, the 10th graders of Sapporo Sacred Heart High School, participated in the 5th United Nations
Study Tour in New York from February 11 to 18 2019. In order to participate in this trip, we studied
about refugees, human migration, the UN, the UNHCR and the USA. We also conducted research,
shared our results, and then posed nine questions we hoped to find answers to. On Feb. 11, we
arrived in New York and were welcomed by Sr. Gwen Hoeffel, who chaperoned us the entire time.

On Feb. 12, we visited Sr. Sheila Smith, a

representative of UNNGO’s “Society of the Sacred
Heart at the UN” who arranged our schedule and
held a workshop for us on the UN. She told us about
the Society of the Sacred Heart’s mission, which
mirrors that of the UN. We learned in detail about
world poverty and refugees, including information

we wouldn’t have been able to get from our previous



studies. We also heard about her experiences working with the indigenous people in Canada.

After that, we visited the Permanent Mission of Japan to the
United Nations. We had a lecture about Japan’s approach to
SDGs and the future by Mr. Kato, the Counselor there. He led
an activity for students like us to join. Following that, we were

able to meet Ms. Shinme, a graduate of our school.

The last place we went to on this day was St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, which was built by migrants from Ireland. They worked very hard donating their time
and money over many years. to build the cathedral. Many people were there praying in this
magnificent cathedral. We prayed there, too.

On our 2nd day, we were welcomed very warmly by Dr. Ciancaglini and the teachers and students
at the Convent of the Sacred Heart 91t Street,
NY. We felt so happy to be the members of the
Sacred Heart family. It felt like a homecoming.

We gained valuable experiences volunteering
at the ABC foundation (a nursery for the

children in Harlem) with our host sisters,

On the 3rd day, one of the panelists from the Civil Society
briefing by the UN Department of Global Communications, a
Japanese girl at United Nations International School, gave a
report on her activities in the Environmental Club. At this

session, we found some new approaches to what students can do.

Ms. Teresa Blumenstein, from the NGO Committee on
Migration on the UN Global Compact on Migration and Climate-induced Migration, gave us a
presentation. We learned that the number of refugees caused by climate change is increasing more

than those caused by war.



On the 4th day of the trip, Mr. Felipe Queipo from the
UN Department of Global Communications told us about
the mission of the United Nations and SDGs. He also
taught us about the three elements of education and the
necessity of true education and actions to improve future

society and environment.

Then we attended the UN Commission on Social
Development and Civil Society Forum, which addressed the challenges of equalities and social
inclusion. Everyone expressed their own opinions regardless of age or gender. We felt it was a true
expression of “Civil Society”.

We were permitted to ask Mr. Kishimori from the office of the United Nations Development
Programme our nine questions . We learned how to aim for multicultural symbiosis.

On the 5th day, we went to Ellis Island. It is said that two out of every five
Americans have ancestors who entered the US through Ellis Island. After
that we visited Ground Zero, where the World Trade Center collapsed during
9.11. There was a huge memorial there, and a fountain which represents the

tears of bereaved family members and the victims. Afterwards, we went to

St. Malachy Church and reflected on the day, sharing our thoughts at the wrap
up dinner at a restaurant called Pam’s Real Thai.

One thing we learned in particular was about the importance of advance learning. A second was
the importance of curiosity, which entails having the heart and imagination to enjoy exploring the
world. These words were spoken to us by Mr. Kishimori said they really impressed us. He also said
that because we don’t have the answers to various problems, we must strive to continue to think
about the unknown and learn through trial and error.

A third thing we learned about was the importance of reflection and sharing. During our trip, we
shared our reflections about the day every evening. We recognized that the more we reflected on our
experiences, the deeper our learning became. And by listening to the reflections of others, we noticed
things that we may have forgotten or not noticed at all.

Afourth lesson we learned was the necessity for young people to be positively involved in the world.
Mr. Felipe, who works in the UN Department of Global Communications, told us that the UN needs
young people more than ever. We realized that we are vital to the UN, a huge global organization,

and that we must take action. Mr. Felipe also said that education at home, at school or in the



community and through media is vital. We will never forget his words.
The final thing we learned was the importance of visiting the actual spot where important events

have occurred.
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First, we will distribute pamphlets which we've translated into Japanese. E‘{E.‘; CEMEE

We thought of five action plans from what we learned. Here are two of them.

This was Sr. Smith’s idea. We asked her what action can we take immediately,
and she answered that we should make the SDGs pamphlets available to Japanese people who don’t
speak English. Once we have done that we'll distribute them at events to which we hope many people
will attend.

Secondly, we’ll go to an elementary schools near our school and teach the students about SDGs,
refugees, and immigrants. This should be both fun and easy considering we've actually gone to the
UN and attended UN sessions. We also went to many places we wouldn’t usually have gone to.

We think it’s important to teach Japanese children about such issues and to encourage as many
people as possible should think seriously about them.

We thank God for the gift of this wonderful opportunity and we will keep everyone who welcomed

us, taught us, and supported us in our prayers.



