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Global Issues Research Report

High School 2nd Year (11th Grade) / Global Class / K. K

[Main Theme]

Co-existence with others

[Sub Theme])
Study Tour at the United Nations in New York

~Thinking about what’s necessary for multi-cultural co-existence from a global standard point ~

[Research content]

First, I studied the Republican and Democratic parties’ policies on immigration and refugees
during my research prior to the study tour, which was mainly comparing the Obama and the
Trump administrations. This research leads to my interest in hearing local people’s opinions
about the Trump administration. In addition, I want to ask UN and UNHCR staff about changes

to funding and so on since Trump became President.

[Found Challenges and Background]
I found that the president’s policies have narrowed down options for immigrants and refugees. I
saw an article in a newspaper that the President’s policies are also robbing immigrants of their
dreams and hopes. I also found that many students in India are studying very hard to follow their

dreams of succeeding in the United States.

[Solutions]

While I was pursuing my research, I felt that not only America but also Japan has problems,
surrounding refugee and immigration policies. First, since we are not directly involved in
American policies, taking action to create change may be difficult. But we can inform ourselves
and deepen our understanding. Actually I learned from the departments of public information
(DPI) that getting information is a very powerful tool for me. Therefore, I thought that getting
information from media sources is important for us. While I researched about this theme, I felt
that Japan should accept more immigrants. Japan accepted only 27 refugees in 2016. This is an
extremely small amount among developed countries (Table 1). In addition, despite 10, 901 people
applying for refugee status in Japan, only 27 people had been accepted in Japan, yielding an

acceptance rate at an extremely low 0.6 %.
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Table 1l  The number of Refugee Status by G7

2015 Refugees accepted Acceptance rate
Germany 138,666 59%
US 23,361 7%
France 21,287 22%
UK 15,376 34%
Canada 9,171 68%

Ttaly 3,573 5%

Japan 27 0.6%

These numbers are caused by Japan’s strict standards. Since we are still too young to vote, taking
action to change this policy is difficult. However, there are many things we can do. For  example,
we can spread information about immigrants and refugees. I think that there are many people in
Japan that don’t know about immigrants and refugees even though they wish to live there but
can’t. So we have to deepen our understanding of immigrants and refugees. And to touch on and
understand various opinions, so that when more refugees and immigrants enter Japan in the
future, we can decrease discrimination and prejudice. Actually, before I went to the United
Nations in New York on our school trip, I thought that we shouldn’t accept immigrants and
refugees. However, after I researched and understood this topic, my opinion changed. I had
thought that if they came to Japan, crime would increase, and Japanese culture would die out.
However, we can take measures to prevent these things. For example Japanese immigration
control can be reformed. If new foreign culture enter Japan, it will create a fusion with Japanese
culture, and a new culture will be born. Since I heard various opinions and information during

the New York United Nations Study tour, my way of thinking has changed.

[Advice to Lower Grade Students]
I would like you to continue to research Trump’s policies, and find what changes occurred. Also, I
heard that culture and art budgets were decreased after Trump came into office. So if you have a
chance, please research this. In addition, President Trump said he would abolish the policy on
children of immigrants called DACA, which was created by the Obama administration. Please

also observe these trends.
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Global Issues Research Report

High School 2" Year (11* Grade) / Sophia Science Class / M.H

[Main theme]

Co-existence with nature

[Sub theme]

Water resources

[Search theme]

International efforts towards solving issues pertaining to water resources

[Research Content]
1) Japanese citizens’ efforts in foreign countries

@ Irrigation system construction by Dr. Nakamura in Afghanistan

< About Afghanistan >
Afghanistan is a conservative Islamic nation with a multiracial society and a population of 30
million people. Before the Afghan War, it was a nomadic and agriculture-centered society
whose supply and demand rate was 100%.
There is little precipitation in the country, but the snow and glacier melt of the Hindu Kush
region keep the soil moist and the downpour of sunlight helps promote photosynthesis. Because
of this, the land was able to produce fruits and vegetables with a high sugar content. This
country, which seemed like a gathering of small countries living in harmony, was called “ a
natural bouquet of peace”. However, 2 million people died and 6 million people became

refugees the wake of the Soviet Union’s invasion in 1979, and with this, the fertile soil was
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destroyed. In addition, Afghanistan was hit by a severe 100-year-drought. Water supplies used

for agriculture were cut off and disease spread.

& Dr. Nakamura’s activities >
Since 1984, Dr. Tetsu Nakamura had been offering medical support to Pakistan, which was in
conflict with the Soviet Union. However, he heard that in the neighboring drought and war
troubled country of Afghanistan, there was a small village with no doctor. He began offering
medical support for Afghanistan in 1989, and in 1991 he established the first clinic in the
mountainous region. He opened clinics one after another in small villages in Afghanistan. But,
in the summer of 2000, he saw many children die due to the great drought. It was difficult to

treat patients in Afghan, where drinking water could not be secured.

In the same year, he changed his objective from medical activities to irrigation water
reclamation. In a village 3,000 meters above sea level, disease was spreading due to a lack of
medical care and food and water supplies. After the withdraw of the Soviet Union, the Taliban
united and civil war subsided, but severe drought threatened the livelihood of the whole village
and became more serious than the war. There was a sudden increase in children who drank
dirty water and caught intestinal infections. One million people came to be the on verge of

death due to hunger.

Even the simple treatment of dermatitis, which is easily done in Japan, was limited due to the
lack of clean water. Dr. Nakamura began to work on a different project with idea of making
“one watercourse rather than one hundred clinics.” In 2000, he decided to expand irrigation
construction to rebuild a former agricultural area which had turned into desert. The above

phrase meant that one watercourse can work as hundreds of doctors. Dr. Nakamura tried to
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improve sanitary conditions, as they are the foundation of medical treatment.

First, they set a goal to open a 12-kilometer watercourse within the first 2 years, based on a
design made by Dr. Nakamura, who had no previous knowledge of irrigation. They started The
Green Land Plan with the important objective of having former residents who fled to the
Pakistan border to quickly return to their homes. Once completed, this could supply water to
3000 hectares of fields and support the livelihood of 100,000 people. Even though people
involved in the project were worried that Dr. Nakamura’s plan was reckless, his will didn’t
change. The local farmers, despite their doubts of success, worked together in hopes that the
fields would come back. The refugees came from the far-away refugee camp and helped with

the project.

People were paid the equivalent of ¥240 yen for a day’s work. For those who couldn’t farm due
to the drought, this became their only source of income. Seven years after beginning
construction, the watercourse reached its final destination of Gun Berry Desert, and a total of
25 kilometers of watercourse came to completion. Dr. Nakamura planted willow trees on the
blanks of the watercourse, which would protect them and promote the growth of gardens. The
following spring, the wheat fields were expanded. The land desert was transformed into a vast

green field due to the watercourse. People who had moved away returned home.

5
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@ Japan Water Forum'’s aid for grassroots activities
The Japan Water Forum is a group that aims to eliminate suffering due to lack of water and create
a world where clean water can be enjoyed by all. They not only work within Japan, but also in
coordination with United Nations organizations, international organizations, foreign national
governments, local governments, private enterprises, researchers, and NGOs as a point of contact
for exchange and cooperation with people in Japan and abroad who do work related to water. In
addition, they support local grassroots activities for the improvement of drinking water and

sanitation conditions. The following are examples of these activities.

<DARVISH YU WATER FUND >

Pitcher Darvish Yu, of the Chicago Cubs, worked

together with the Japan Water Forum to establish DARVISH YU i:

v
this fund to supply safe water to people in

developing countries suffering from severe water

shortages and also water pollution. Every time he makes a winning pitch in a game, he donates

100,000 yen.

<4°C AQUA PROGRAM >
This is the project the jewelry brand 4°C has been
working on with the Japan Water Forum since
2008. The brand name “4°C” expresses the

temperature at the bottom of a body of water where

ice forms, which is the only place that fish can’t live. One more meaning of “4°C” is moisture, itself.
This program installs cisterns for the purpose of using rainwater safely, as well as pipelines to supply

water in Sri Lanka, the Republic of Kiribati, and Bangladesh.
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< Kyoto World Water Grand Prize >
This is the only international prize in the world

awarded to organizations which continue doing

e 5ok Kyoto World W ater Gramd Prize

¥ 2.000.000 17y

Eeosozy e G mmmsas fol
UCIC “hoec JICE WG ofmE h

this project got its start at the time of the 39 World Water Forum (introduced in the next section)

great work toward solving issues relating to

water in developing countries. Established in 2003, |

held in Japan in the Lake Biwa, Yodo river regions.

From that time on, it is awarded every 3 years, with a ceremony held in conjunction with the World
Water Forum. In the award, a ceremony for the 15 Kyoto World Water Grand prize was held. In
2006, an Indian organization called GramVikas was awarded 1% prize at the 4" World Water Forum.
They are highly acclaimed for their project involving management of agricultural water and

sanitation through community leadership, as well as building human dignity through these efforts.

2) Global trends for solutions to water resources issues
@O UN Advisory Committee on Water and Sanitation (UNSGAB)
This advisory board was established in 2004 as an independent advisory body working for the
purpose of global action regarding water and sanitation issues, born from the idea of UN
secretary general Kofi Annan. Eleven years after its establishment, 1.4 billion people gained
access to safe drinking water and 1.2 billion people gained access to facilities such as toilets. In
November 2015, after a final assembly was held with a report containing UNSGAB'’s results and

suggestions for the future, the committee finished its activities.

@ Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD)
In 1992 “Agenda21” was selected at the United Nations Conference on the Environment (the

Earth Summit). The agenda stated that a high-level commission on Sustainable Development
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should be established according to the 68" article of the UN constitution. The CSD was

established the following year.

Since 2004, two year cycles were held to choose individual themes to be examined
and for intensive discussions to be held. For instance, in the 3™ cycle, agriculture and
regions of development, land, drought, desertification and Africa were themes.

They reviewed decisions related to water and sanitation in addition to discussions of each theme.

In June, 2012, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development was held
in Rio de Janeiro, working 20 years since the Earth Summit, the outcome document “The
Future We Want” was adopted as the guideline for various efforts for the realization of
sustainable development, including water and sanitation, flood and drought, and

containing various analyses concerning the threat of global water shortages.

As stated in the conclusion of this document, due to the fact that there was an agreement
on the establishment of the high level Political Forum to take the place of the commission
on Sustainable Development, the 20™ final gathering was held in 2013, and from the same

year, the high level Political Forum was held.

@ International Hydrological Program (IHP)
The International Hydrological Program, which is the United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO’s academic
cooperative conference between governments) was established in order to
improve the development of technology which aids rational water management,

including environmental protection and the development of human resources in
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both science and technology. In addition, they are carrying out projects related to
investigating the world’s water balance and the influence that human activity has

on water resources.

@ World Water Forum
The World Water Council (WWC) was established in 1996 as a comprehensive
think tank by different countries’ governments, international agencies, scholars,
corporations, and NGOs. Since 1997, the World Water Forum, which is managed
by WWC, is held once every 3 years, and in this forum many kinds of people
involved provide information and make proposals about policies related to serious

water issues which concern us on a global scale.

® Asia-Pacific Water Summit
This is a non-profit network organization whose purpose is to provide solutions
to water-related issues in countries in the Asia Pacific region. Each country’s
minister and international agency delegates are invited to the international

meeting, in which discussions include a broad range of perspectives.

©® Network of Asian River Basin Organization (NARBO)
The Network of Asian River Basin Organizations was established in 2004 in order
to promote Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)in monsoon areas
of Asia. The establishment of NARBO came from calls for exchange as well as
sharing information and experiences among River Basin Organizations (RBOs)
and their associated water section agencies, such as organizations by the Japan

Water Agency, Asian Development Bank, and Asiana Development Bank Institute.
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Asia development bank and its research institute carry out various workshops and

programs promoting cooperative intersections among basin agencies.

[Issues discovered and their background]
One problem regarding support related to water shortage and water contamination issues are

whether or not it’s truly suitable support for the areas receiving it.

In developing countries like Afghanistan where Dr. Nakamura constructed his irrigation system,
the daily life of the local people is hard for people in advanced countries to imagine, and they have
their own traditions and rules. There are many things that we don’t understand. We need to be
conscious of whether our support is truly for the sake of these people. This helped Dr. Nakamura
realize what he should do to help the drought-stricken areas where illness was spreading. Those of
us who live in advanced countries tend to make the mistake of not trying to really understand
people of developing countries, but just trying to help them. This is because we can easily access
news and information about the political situations in other advanced countries, and while there
are many immigrants and internationals living among us is in Japan, there are hardly any
immigrants or students from developing countries. Therefore, we know very little about them. We
must never forget that to truly support developing countries is to understand them in order to

provide the assistance they nearly need.

[How to solve these issues)

In order to provide suitable support to local people, we need to have a sufficient
understanding of them. Regarding international groups and support for countries
such as Afghanistan, Dr. Nakamura has stated the following: “Afghanistan is a

self-governing society that is unable to depend on their own government. They
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manage their water supply facilities by themselves. Local people use it, and they also
maintain it. In Japan, civil engineering work of that variety is left to the
government.” It’s constructed utilizing the abundant economy and up-to-date
technology, and residents are never directly involved. We think that is natural, but
there are no substantial government organizations to do this in Afghanistan, and the
income is extremely scarce. If their approach doesn’t suit the actual circumstances,
support from abroad cannot be of help. Generally, there is a lack of viewing such
matters from the perspective of affected area when it comes to international support.
The important thing is to continue supporting local people in order to maintain
improved conditions. Temporary fixes will not serve as long-term solutions to the
problems. This is way Dr. Nakamura began prioritizing digging a well over providing
medical treatment. When Dr. Nakamura built the first clinic in Afghanistan, one
resident said, “You’ll help us out of mere fancy, and leave when you satisfied, won’t
you?” Temporary support can never help local people. Dr. Nakamura answered this question,
“Even if I were to die, I would make sure this clinic kept operating.” No matter how much we want
to offer support, our way of providing it could be meaningless if done without careful
consideration. Cleary, if the cause of the problems are not dealt with, the issues themselves will
never be resolved. For issues surrounding water resources in particular, not only is it impossible to
run farms, which causes food shortages, but it also causes epidemics, affecting public health. Water
is a resource humans cannot live without. If issues regarding water aren’t solved as soon as
possible, the number of children who suffer from infectious diseases as well as people suffer due to

poverty will never decrease.

Those of us who live in first-world countries should be aware of and appreciate the blessings we

receive from nature. Now new kinds of technology have been developing, and I think we’ve grown
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more distant from nature. Our generation has lived in such a society from birth, therefore we may
not have the opportunity to be aware of the blessings we receive from nature. I think adults should
teach the next generation how to appreciate the blessings of nature and the tragedy of its

destruction.

Before doing fund-raising, what we must do is understand information about the country we

want to aid, and to spread awareness to others. Once we do that, we can decide what we should

do for that country. We can never really provide support for the local people if we don’t understand
them first. If we can, we need to talk with the local people, and know who they are and how they
live. We need to share this information with many people, and think about the best way to support

and implement it.

[Advice to lower grade students]
Even though I chose my research theme for myself, I didn’t know how to approach researching for
my summary, and I puzzled for some time on how to obtain the proper information for it. Student
life as an eleventh grader was much busier than I expected, and many kinds of unexpected events
popped up one after another. I found my time to conduct research was more limited than I had
originally expected. In addition, explicating the theme of “Co-existence with nature” was more
difficult than researching something narrower like “Co-existence with people”. My research

required me to utilize a new way of thinking.

In order to work on this difficult theme in a short amount of time, for instance, it is better to share
information with members who go to do the same fieldwork. Even if our research theme was
different, there was much information we could share because our base theme was the same. If we

exchanged information, we had to first do research to some extent beforehand, so we could
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concentrate on researching and collaborate together. What I learned was that by sharing with
others, even if our themes are different we can discover new ways of thinking and obtaining

information, and we can conduct better research as a group.

When choosing your group, I think it’s best not to choose one you are interested in. I suggest
rather than deciding based on the content of your fieldwork, you should choose a theme based
on whether you can continue it until the end or not, and that even if you come to a deadlock or

you find you are very busy, you can overcome these obstacles.

In the end, I had trouble deciding between water resources and global warming. If anything, [ am
interested in global warming, but my supervising teacher regarding water resources was my
classroom teacher. I thought that if my supervising teacher was my classroom teacher, I could
exchange information more quickly, so I decided to research water resources because I had a busy
schedule and not much time. It was an interesting research theme, so I didn’t necessarily dislike it,
but during my research I didn’t understand what I was researching, nor what research I should
conduct for my theme, and out of all members of my group, I struggled in my research the most. As
a result, I couldn’t do enough research to write a strong summary, and the content was shallow, so
when I wrote my report, I added more information to my notes, and read books again during

summer vacation. It was a difficult challenge.

For those reasons, the best fieldwork is that which you feel is definitely the best for you. You

only have a short amount of time as a group, so you might have trouble deciding what to do.

But I suggest you use all your knowledge, and choose the group that’s best for you.
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2603 Sapporo Sacred Heart High School SGH

>

° ° o The United Nations
Understanding the refugee crisis A
we need to be aware and active regarding the plight of refugees 2.
Why dtob d active regarding the plight of refug 2018.2.13~20
What was the purpose of this trip? Prior ,
. Ty UNHCR'srefugee support - Worldwide support recipients
Understanding and Prior
supporting refugees for S . M.w
peaceful coexistence . ey
4 \ v~ i st
I" ’ o i Southemst Furope l" . P °
‘ Coexistence | y A N i
| e s @R
others i & O feiges S Ameia ‘ ’ Scut.;c’uba
plan -resenni® — i
& 7 . Lo Poistin

\ ‘Refugee camps distributed in various places /
\ _/

Activities to visit (Excerpt) \ What we learned during the tour \
* Collecting accurate information and

UN Headquarters
developing how we take actions
UN Japanese government ‘ DEERCO) .« Understanding
Representative || — refugeeissues
’ a | | School-in- a Box
Volunteer work ‘ Everything necessary for studying
\ / @n the hox

UN JP government representative Mr. Hajime Kishimori’s statement:

Refugees are praiseworthy, not pathetic!!

What he meant : Refugees are no different from us
The &8th UN Commissioner for Refugees Ms. Sadako Ogata's statement:

~ Until bakers are able to bake bread once again.

b y

What she meant : When they return to their own way of life, they will be stable

| Twitter \

“High School Girls for a Globalized World”
Spreading information of the ouoese ) SPreading information to the
Declaration of Human Rights » younger generation

@ Sharing the video about the Posting refugee issues on
Declaration of Human Rights \

\ / Twitter and retweeting }

Participate in the 70t UN \
Anniversary Campaign
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We visited United Nations Headquarter and met a lot of people to learn about refugees.

It was a powerful experience that deeply impressed us.

Before this study, we carried out an inquiry-based-learning session on refugee crises
based on the actions of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and
affiliated organizations. According to a UNHCR 2017 Global Trends announcement,
68.5 million people in the world are currently displaced from their homes. Fifty-two
percent are under 18-years-old, and 170,000 children are orphans. The largest number
of refugees are from Syria, which is in the middle of an ongoing civil war. Countries near
Syria have been accepting these refugees, and in particular Turkey has taken in about
3.5 million. Of the 670,000 Rohingya refugees currently receiving attention, 600,000 are
living in Qutuparon Balikari Camp, in Bangladesh. One of the most densely populated
camps, Balikari has been a center for human trafficking, sexual violence, and other sorts
of dangerous enterprise.

“Refugees are praiseworthy, not pathetic.” We encountered these words when we
studied at the United Nations in New York City in February of 2018. The expression
means that refugees are no different from us — we are all human. Refugees have hopes
and dreams, just like we do. Most people think of them as pathetic people, however this
1s not always the case. We also learned about bakers who were able to bake bread once
again. This is an example of what truly solving a refugee problem is. Only when refugees
are able to return to their own way of life (bakers being able to bake bread, for example)
1s the problem resolved.

Through this study tour, we learned that knowledge is power. The better our

information 1is, the better our judgement is. High school students that are able to

harness accurate information from various sources will be a great force for the

betterment of the future. We also learned that the UN provides a School-in-a Box to
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refugee camps. These boxes contain tools necessary for educating people, and they are

distributed to various refugee camp throughout the world.

In order to share with many others what we learned on our UN study tour, we
created several action plans. We gave presentations at the culture festival so that
people would become familiar with the global refugee situation. In addition, we used
a Twitter handle named “Girls high school students supporting the world,” to reach
out to people across the internet.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the UN’s adoption of the Declaration of
Human Rights. We agreed to create a movie in our mother tongue and uploaded it to
the UN’s homepage. To further spread awareness of the campaign, we sent letters to
sister schools around the world inviting them to participate in our cause.

We hope our actions will have a positive effect on not only refugees, but also those
who are not directly affected and need to understand that global problems are everyone’s

problems.
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Linguistic Support For Foreign Workers In Japan

sem |8
|

DECENT WORKAND [ SUSTABAREGY
sconomcorowri | I MO coMRRGTIS

PEACE, JUSTICE
AND STRONG
INSTITUTIONS

1 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

Sapporo Sacred Heart School
YM

1. SGH Activities at Sapporo Sacred Heart

/

" 1% graders | |

= .

My Action Plan
*Charity bazaar

2" graders [ 3o graders «Pamphlets
Coexistence Coexistence Presentations
with Others with Nature Actio
foreign workers, Alien Species, )
Graduation
immigrants, Water resources, thesis
i
refugees . Deforestation ‘
| \—/ N y G

ﬁst Learning: ‘Cookie Sales’

unicef @

N

2. Graduation Thesis

3. Problems | took up

Jre—

Important elements

\

Linguistic support

Working
Condition

Social
security

Language| Dwelling

Is Japanese necessary?

Policy of other countries

Sustainable linguistic support




- ,/ >

4. Research result / Whére are they coming from?

Japan - - ’

The number of foreign workers) \/-, . A Viptnan Thf_PE"'p)"es

1.3 million (2017) - ——

For workers Few workers can use these programs.
Support from the local government, | - (A m
volunteers, NPOs and evening middle school N £

| =VL= 8

=
For children (& weh, <26.7% of foreign children are taking
Special education curriculum r\l. V)77 +Only in big cities.

- R3]

France

e

/
— /
\-\,; /

\

For workers
Up to 400 hours for free

For children

-Supplementary classes s Smooth integration to regular
Al children can go to school ~ 7 French classes

5. Conclusion

/1. Linguistic support not enough. ( 2. Cooperate better )
The government must be more active. with volunteer organizations.
> ¢ <
3. Mutual effort and attitude is necessary. 4. Improving the quality of teachers.
Securing the number of teachers.

- A N
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Hello. I’m in the third grade of Sapporo Sacred Heart high school. Today, I would like to talk about the
activities of Super Global High school in Sapporo Sacred Heart and my research through my graduation thesis.

First, I would like to talk about the activities in the Super Global High school program at Sapporo Sacred
Heart. We have a class called Global Issues once a week. In this class, we do research, visit places and study,
reflect and try to find the solution to the issues. In the first grade of high school, we learn about the coexistence
with Others. Each study trip provides various contents such as refugees, foreign workers, tourists, immigrants
and so on. I participated in the NY study trip, and mainly focused on refugees and immigrant issues. Since we
were shocked at the real situation of refugees, we decided to hold Cookie Sales to raise funds to donate to
UNICEF after the study trip. The next year, we learned about the coexistence with Nature. I took part in the
Thailand study trip and learned about the issues of deforestation. This year, through our two years of studies,
we decided to carry out our own action plans towards various issues happening around the world right now. I
went to a charity bazaar, which was held in the University of Sacred Heart, and worked on sharing information
about Syrian refugees.

Lastly, our graduation thesis is one of our activities of SGH. Now I would like to talk about what I researched
about. ]I examined the linguistic support for foreign workers in Japan by comparing with the French immigration
policy, which is based on the coexistence with Others. Recently, the discussion on the amendment of the
Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act became a focus of attention in Japan. Through my research,
[ wanted to think about what is a better working environment for foreign people. Many problems are pointed out
such as the social security system, working environment, dwellings and so on, but I especially focused on the
obstacles of language. France is a country actively accepting immigrants and French is also not Germanic.
Therefore, I wanted to research if there were any points in the policy that could be introduced in Japan.

[ had four big questions, which I wanted to examine. Is the linguistic support for foreign workers enough in
Japan? Are there any points in the policy of other countries that could be introduced in Japan? Is forcing foreign
workers to acquire our language the only way to integrate to Japanese society? What is a sustainable linguistic
support system? I mainly focus on these problems.

First of all, [ would like to talk about the current linguistic support in Japan. There were approximately 1.3m
foreign workers in Japan in 2017. This means that 2% of all workers in Japan are not Japanese. It is obvious that
Japanese society is becoming international and that foreign workers will increase in the future because of the
declining working—age population.

The Japanese linguistic support system for workers is actually depending on local governments and volunteers.
The numbers of organizations are extremely few and there is a bias of numbers of schools between urban and
rural areas. However only few people can actually use this opportunity because they are busy working during
the day. It is necessary to get an understanding by their companies to secure the time to study. The other
problem Japan faces right now is the lack of teachers who can teach Japanese. 60% of teachers are volunteers
so the quality is not keeping up with the needs. This shows the limit of volunteers and we can see that the
government must take action for these issues.

As for education, if they wish to go to school, children can go to public schools for free. In order to keep up
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with a higher level of study and to prevent the refusal to attend school, 61 self-governing bodies are providing
special education curriculums for those who need the support to understand classes. Actually 26.7% are using
this opportunity. However, teachers are lacking in this field as well. This seems to remain a big problem in Japan.

Next, I would like to introduce about the French support system. In order to promote Immigrants’ integration
to French society, an official support from the government called CAl was implemented in 2003. The French
government provides basic education about the nation and elementary level of French. In this case, public or
private organizations, which made agreements with the French government, provide up to 400 hours of classes
for free. As a result of this program, over 90% reached an appropriate level of French so we can say that this
system is successful.

As for the education for immigrants’ children, the opportunities are well regulated. The government thinks
that education should be compulsory for all regardless of nationality. They implemented a system called CLI for
those who speak other languages and have other cultures. Students learn French every day at CLI and spend
the rest of the time at usual classes with other students. These supplementary lessons realize the smooth
integration to regular French classes.

Through this research, I reached four conclusions towards the questions I had.

Firstly, the linguistic support in Japan is not enough compared to France. Since it is relying on local
governments and volunteers, the quality of teachers, how often it can provide them, the cost on workers and so
on, depend on each school. Therefore, the Japanese government should create a proper system of support.

Secondly, the government is not playing a role as an administrator. The French government first prescribes
the outline of its system and then entrusts it with some other organizations. It is not important to manage all
the systems but it should play an important role, which is to manage it smoothly.

Thirdly, the attitude to accept foreign workers is important. It is not enough to force foreign workers to
acquire the language and stay passive against the situation. Japanese people need to nurture their mind and
ability to accept and live together with foreign people.

Lastly, [ believe that rearing teachers is most important to make a sustainable system. It leads to improving
the quality of teachers as well as securing the number of teachers. The lack of teachers is one of the serious
problems in Japan. [ believe that working on this issue leads to a sustainable improvement of the system.

This issue is related to some SDGs’ goals. | hope Japanese people realize that this amendment of law is
connected to global issues and do not forget that it is close to our daily lives.

Thank you for listening.
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