





Report on 2016 the United Nation Study Tour

[Member]
K2 (GOOKA HM MY
(SSOOAY IA I.R KY KK S.M S.A

[Activities]
The high school first year’s Global Issues theme is “Co-existence with others”. In the UN study
tour we focused on refugees. We learned what is necessary to co-exist with others and also what

1s required to be a global leader.

1) Prior learning
We researched twice and shared our findings with other members about the themes stated

below.

<First time research themes>
* Definition of refugee and the current world situation.
 Recent refugee situation.
+ About the UNHCR.
+ America as a multicultural country.

+ Countermeasures of each country’s refugee issues.

<Second time research themes>
* Current domestic situation in Syria.
- About IS (Islamic State).
- Integration of European refugees.
+ Activities of the UNHCR.
- Japan’s relationship and contribution to the UN.
- Japanese regulations of accepting refugees.
- Japan’s history of accepting refugees (After 1950).
+ About refugees who left Japan.
» Diversity of people who live in Japan.

* Foreign workers who live in Japan.
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<Discussion>

-First time discussion

Theme: What is the meaning of the book “Seedfolks”, by Paul Fleischman?

Book contents: A girl is in a place surrounded by garbage and plants seeds. Many different
ethnic people saw her and started planting seeds with her. And finally, the
garbage area changed into a farm.

Opinions: We all read this book prior to the discussion. These are our opinions below.

+ Assuming this story happened in the U.S. being ethnically diverse could be meant as humans

co-existing.

» It’s important for us to be like the people in the book who planted the seeds, and to have a

dream for a better future (= planting seeds) and keep trying (= watering the seeds).

We came to the conclusion that one small action can inspire others and lead to a joint force to

solve problems. Furthermore, a plant seed represents the beginning of change.

-Second time discussion

Theme: What is necessary for Japan to have a positive multicultural co-existence?

Opinions: We made three groups and shared out opinions.

Group A: Use our Japanese national identify effectively. / Have a balanced relationship.

Group B: Use the power of the media. /A good environment. / Be interested in others.

Group C: Try to communicate regardless of language ability. /Study abroad. /Not only thinking,

but taking action.

We learned the importance of listening to others, sharing opinions and knowledge. Also, even

though helping and supporting each other is natural it should be the most important.

<Ten questions>

We selected 10 out of many questions that we prepared in order to ask people in New York.

~

No. 1
(For Staff of the UN, the UNHCR, NGO and Sisters)
What is the best support for children who are affected by the civil war right now? And also, do

you have any support (system) that you are planning to put in place for them?

No.2

(For Staff of the UN)

Why do you have to wait over a year to get a job at the UN? And also, why did you want to get a
job at the UN even though it takes over a year?
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No. 3

(For Staff of the UN)

When people from different cultures clash due to differences in ideas, what do you think they
should do to resolve their problems? Also, what do you think is needed in order for people like

that to cooperate with each other?

No.4

(For Staff of the UNHCR)

Is there any meaning to the 15 years period set for attaining the goals of SDGs? Why didn’t you
make the period longer even though you couldn’t achieve all the goals of MDGs in 15 years?

No.5
(For Staff of the UNHCR)

Are you doing anything to help the families of refugees who died while escaping?

No.6
(For Staff of the UN, UNHCR and Others)
Donald Trump was elected to be the next president, what do you think will happen concerning

the acceptance of refugees in America in the future?

No.7

(For Staff of the UN and the UNHCR)

From now on, more and more people will be displaced and this will cause an increase in the
number of refugees and immigrants. What should we do about refugees and immigration

problems in order to find a good solution?

No.8

(For High School Students)

If you have to make groups at school, would you choose students who are from your country and
speak your language?

(For Staff of the UNHCR)

Do you feel the effect of racism at UNHCR?

No. 9

(For Staff of the UNHCR)

We researched and found on that you can contribute to the refugees’ lives by providing life
rebuilding support through an income-generating project. In detail, what kind of support do you

provide to the refugees?
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No.10

(For Staff of the UNHCR)

We saw on the UN website, it says the lack of findings for emergency support is the obstacle in
providing medical support. So then exactly how much money is needed in order to provide
enough support?

\_ J

Although, we didn’t manage to ask every question we prepared, we learned what we should do to

make the world a better place by going to New York and questioning global leaders.

2) In New York

<Schedule>

2/13: Arrival

2/14: Visited the DPI (Department of public information)/Went to St Patrick’s cathedral.

2/15: Visited our sister school on 91st Street/Volunteered at ABC Cassidy’s Place.

2/16: Visited the Japan Society and the department for the Permanent Mission of Japan to the
United Nations.

2/17: Listened to the staff of the UNHCR/Took part in a UN tour.

2/18: Visited Ellis Island Immigration Museum.

2/19: Departed for Japan.

<What we learned>

- The importance of education.

Currently, almost half of refugees are women and children and most of the children cannot get
an education. They do not even know the meaning of equality and why they have to live as a
refugee. Mr Phillippe at DPI told us that education can change information into knowledge.
Those refugee children cannot get out of poverty because they cannot get an education.

Improving the situation can solve this problem.

+ The power of diversity.
There are many different nationalities, languages, and religions on the Earth. Mr Phillippe at
DPI told us that the UN is also an institution which is very diverse. Because we have diversity
our society can grow and we can widen our point of views. On the other hand, there are chances
of conflict and discrimination. We have heard, from the department for the Permanent Mission

of Japan to the UN, that people at the UN have discussions to resolve these issues.
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* How the US became a country of immigrants.
At Ellis Island Immigration Museum, we saw how difficult it was for immigrants to come to the
US by boat. For example, the beds were too small and there was not enough light and space. The
Museum exhibited property of the immigrants which told us how they came to the US and how

America became a “salad bowl”.

- Refugees caused by the tragedy of war .
We heard many stories of wars at the UNHCR and watched a video about refugees evacuating
their country by boat. It was so intense because one mistake would lead to death. Especially, a

scene of a child drowning shocked us and made us to start thinking about taking action.

* The power of Wi-fi and SNS.

At the UNHCR, Mr Kaycelle asked us “what do you think refugees asked for when they first
enter a refugee camp?” We were surprised to know the answer was Wi-fi. Refugees use Wi-fi to
contact their family members and making a community with other refugees and sharing
information of refugee camps through SNS. We were surprised because Japanese use SNS to

have daily contact with friends and family while refugees use it to save their lives.

3) After coming back to Japan
<Reflection>
We had a reflection session about what we learned in New York.
We discussed the two points below:
+ What is co-existence with humans?
1. To notice the beauty of diversity.
2. To have a creative mind.

3. Being interested in the world.

- What skills are required to be a global leader?
1. The ability to gather information with a multilateral point of view.
2. Flexibility.
3. The ability to take action.
4. Communicative ability (understanding your own countries culture and be capable of

expressing your opinion clearly).

At the same time we think that a global leader is not someone who has special abilities because

one small action can change the world.
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<Reporting our findings>
- Presenting to other students at the SGH (Super Global High) presentation event.
* Presenting to members of the SGH advising committee.
» Making a report of our study trip, in English, in order for NGO RSCJ at the UN to put this

report on their website.

We put the video of refugees evacuating which we watched at the UNHCR into the Power Point

and shared the shock that we experienced and what we learned.

[Record of activities (journals)]
10/1 Orientation/ speech from Sr. Taguchi/ Dividing themes for first time research.
10/6 Researching for first time research.
10/20 Making a report/preparing for sharing first time research results.
10/27  Instructing from Sr. Taguchi/finishing reports.
10/29  Joining a seminar at Hokkaido University llibrary.
11/5 Sharing of first time research results.
11/10  Orientation and dividing themes for second time research.
11/12  Researching and making a report for second research.
11/17  Sharing second time research results.
12/1 Instructing from Sr. Taguchi.
12/3 Discussing the book “Seedfolks”.
12/8 Choosing 10 questions for “10 questions”.
12/15  Translating “10 questions” into English.
12/ 21 Instructing from Sr. Taguchi.
12/22  Instructing from Sr. Taguchi.
1/19 Preparing for discussion.
1/21 Discussing the theme “What is necessary to co-exist with others?”
1/26 Instructing from Sr. Taguchi.
1/28 Instructing from Sr. Taguchi.
2/2 Instructing from Sr. Taguchi.
2/9 Sharing objectives for the study trip.
2/25 Reflecting after the trip.
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[Action plans in the second year of high school]
Based on the study above, we determine to take action to improve the refugee situation. We

made action plans.

1) Action plans
+ Exhibition
We shared what we learned at the school festival (Sophia festival).

+ PET bottle flowers
We made flowers with PET bottles from the garbage at school and used them for decoration at

the school festival for reducing expenses and encouraging others to recycle.

+ ”Cookie Sale” / Collecting Funds

Based on the will that we want to save as many refugee children as possible, we baked and sold
cookies to raise money for UNICEF: Syria crisis. Also, we put information about refugees on
small tags and attached them to the cookie bags that we sold. We also prepared a donation box

at the cookie sale.

2) Charity
Organization: UNICEF

Department: Syria crisis

3) Issues we selected
+ The situation of refugee children is harsh.

+ The interest and knowledge of refugee problems in Japan is low.

4) The reason for selecting the above issues

We watched a video “4.1 miles”, at the UNHCR, which is when Syrian refugees are evacuating
by boat from Greece. The video showed many people on the boat and also the quality of the boat
1s poor, and people fell overboard. Greek life guards were trying to save them. We got to know
this happened over 4.1 miles between Turkey and Greece. We also learned that the expenses for
war are ten times larger than the expenses for education. It is shocking to know that there are
children who are the same age as us who become refugees because of wars and cannot get an
education. Moreover, we have learned that there are fewer people who are recognized as
refugees in Japan compared to other developed countries. So we assumed that the number of

people who properly understand about refugees in Japan is very small.
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5) Estimated improvements by taking action

By sending donations to an established organization, such as UNICEF, we can be confident that
our support can reach people who are in need. Also, by speaking up in order to make people
aware of the current situation, it can increase the number of people who take action which will

increase support.

$100 can buy 3900 bags of nutritional powder, or one set of “school in a bag”, which contains all
the necessary tools to start school. For $100, 2400 bags of water purifiers can be bought, or 650
bags of oral polio vaccine and so on. Therefore, even though the result of our actions will be

small it will improve refugees’ health, provide an education as a sustainable means of support.

[Details and results of the action plans]
1) Preparation
* Created exhibition boards.
+ Made PET bottle flowers for the exhibition room.

- Baked cookies and wrote messages on tags for the “cookie sale”/ made a donation box.

2) Activities and results

<Exhibition at the school festival (to share what we learned in New York)>

We learned that by getting a lot of information point of views will widen and good ideas can be
generated, so knowledge is more important than honor and wealth. We recognized that sharing
information we had should be the first action to take. From this we decided to do an exhibition

in order to let people know about the current situation of refugees.

The contents of the exhibition are:
* The charity that we will send money to.
* What we can use the money for.
* Places and organizations we studied at.

» About UNHCR/refugees/MDGs/SDGs.

+ Necessities for co-existing with others/what a global is.

Achievements:
We managed to make other students and people from outside of the school become interested in
the refugee situation by showing what we learned in our own words. The exhibition room

became a place for those people to ask us questions and share opinions.

98



<PET bottle flowers>

We cut off the bottom of PET bottles and colored them to make them look like flowers. This
activity is based on the idea of SDGs’ 14th goal (Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas
and marine resources for sustainable development). Pet bottles are un-burnable and are the

cause of 80% of the problems that oceans have.

Achievements:
- We managed to reduce the costs of decorations by re-using PET bottles.
+ We realized the importance of recycling and protecting the environment through this activity

and we managed to inspire others to rethink recycling.

<“Cookie sale” / collecting funds>
We baked cookies, put icing on them, put them in bags with a tag containing refugee
information. Examples of information included: “half of refugees are children”, “currently there
are 65,600,000 refugees in the world”. We sold them to other students and visitors at:

- The school festival (Sophia festival) in July 2017.

+ School Bazaar in September 2017.

» Christmas concert, December 2017 (at the Christmas concert we did this activity together with

other club members. This club is called SIA (Sacred International Activities) and members

study about global issues and take action.

Achievements:
Money we collected (Sales from the cookie sale and donations)

- At the school festival 40,000 JPY

- At the school bazaar 40,711 JPY

+ Christmas concert 19,700 JPY Total 100,411 JPY
We sent the money above to UNICEF on December 28, 2017.

* We communicated well with customers because of the tags on the cookie bags and managed to
generate interest for refugees.

+ We also managed to spread information on fair trade products.

By repeatedly holding our cookie sales at school, local media became aware of our activities.
We have been interviewed by the following newspapers:

- High School Newspaper

- Hokkaido News Service

- Hokkaido Newspaper
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We were also contacted by a reporter at the Hokkaido Newspaper who wanted to put us in
contact with a Syrian refugee who was living in Sapporo. He came to Sapporo Sacred Heart

School to tell us about his experience as a refugee.

[Reflection of the high school second year action plans]

By preparing action plans and taking action, we were able to spread the word about the refugee
situation and share what we learned with others. And also, by having many opportunities to
rethink about what we've been working on, the one-week study tour became something
unforgettable for us.

Furthermore, our action plans also managed to collect interest from other students and the
media. Also a refugee came to school to share his experiences.

We realized that even though our actions are small, we spread the word to many people and felt

that our activities were worthwhile.

We also want to thank everyone that supported us and helped us make this project successful.

We will also continue to take action on global issue.
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NY United Nations Study Tour

B e e

Bahai Office  Visittothe  Japan Society UNHCR Ellis |sland

Convent of the Immigration
Department  Sacred Heart The Permanent United Nations ~— Museum
of Public 91* Mission of Tour Reflection
Information New York  Japan to the &Wrap up
Vohuntary Servica at Thank you
{DP” ABC Foundation UN.

Mr. Felipe Home stay

We arrived in New York on February 13th 2017, after having prepared to listen to others’ ideas and
opinions and to share our own, in order to cooperate and support each other during the trip. Sr. Gwen
Hoeffel, who chaperoned us all through the Tour welcomed us warmly. Sr. Cecile Meijer arranged the
most powerful schedule for us and gave us workshop on UN and guided our Study Tour. We were joined
occasionally by Sr. Sheila Smith.

The Tour began with the visit to the Department of
Public Information.Mr. Queipo told us how significant
the existence of the United Nations is. It is a place of
dialogue between nations. Even though everyone’s

views are different, they all gather together to exchange
their opinions, and that is important. We were impressed

with the idea about Sustainable Development Goals.

Sustainabe Development Goals (SDGs) We learned that Information has power more than

*The aim is not to accomplish these goals perfectly, | riches. Ms. Nagumo and Ms. Takahashi told us
*It's a catalyst to start taking actions. how it is to work atthe UN as Japanese staff

members and we were encouraged.

4 N

We had a great day at the Convent of the Sacred Heart 91¢ Street!
Thank you, Dr. Ciancaglini, Mr. Chung, Ms. Codina,

Host Sisters, and all the friends for your generous hospitality!

How wonderful it is to be a member of the Sacred Heart Family!

\ We shall never forget this precious experience! J

Each moment was special, including the
voluntary service with our Host Sisters at the

ABC Foundation, where we took 10 baby quilts.

110



At the Japan Society, we learned from Mr.

Miller and Ms. Minamoto how to take
interest in other cultures, to be tolerant of
inter-culturalism, to raise children in a
diverse society, and how important it is to
make new discoveries.

At the Permanent Mission of Japan to the

U.N., we thought about Japan’s financial

contributions to the U.N.

Though Japan accepts
few refugees, it is ranked no. 2 in the world for financial contributions to the U.N. Mr.
Yamada’s talk on calling to others to take a new action for the world really impressed

us.

Mr. Kayal from UNHCR
began his talk by telling
us how he respects Mrs.
Sadako Ogata, a former
UN High Commissioner
for Refugees and Sacred
Heart Alumna, whom he

knew in person. (Mr.

Kishimori from Japan
mission also gave a message to her, which we delivered after coming home.) Mrs. Ogata encouraged the
students who participated in the 2015 & 2016 Study Tour when they sent her their reports and told us to
be attentive to the world affairs, especially refugee problems. Mr. Kayal told us that 3400 people are
forcibly displaced every day, and more than 65 million people lived as forcibly displaced in 2015. The
number is the largest on record, and what UNHCR can do for the refugees is only symptomatic
treatment. Politics only can solve the causes. Also we were surprised to hear that the one thing refugees
really want when escaping to other countries is WiFi access to get in touch with their families and friends
and to be in touch with their social networks. We thought about those refugees who have to flee their

homes and the neighboring countries that receive so many millions of them.

On the last day we visited Ellis Island and the Immigration Museum. We
thought of those people who ventured out of their native lands to an unknown
land. Every evening we had reflection and sharing, and the last sharing was our
wrap up.

We were filled with gratitude for the 3 Sisters and everyone who helped and
supported this Tour. Special thanks to Sr. Cecile Meijer, the representative of
NGO Society of the Sacred Heart at the U.N. who inspired Sr. Taguchi about
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the MDGs in 2007 and suggested this Study Tour. She is moving on to Brussels and Sr. Sheila Smith will

take over. Thank you, Sr. Meijer, for all you have done for us!

Reflecting on what we had experienced and learned, we began to question: what is it we can do for the
world?

We are now formulating our action plans. We are taking over from the students who participated in the
2016 Study Tour and who are now seniors their Twitter account that spread information about refugees
and nuclear issues. Cardinal Monterisi from Vatican visited our school and was impressed with their
action plans and told us that he would tell the Pope to be a follower on Twitter. Also seniors wrote to
Prime Minister Abe, asking to accept more refugees. In March, we were told that the government

decided to receive 300 Syrian University students and their families from 2017 to 2022.

We come to realize that we can begin to change the world to make it a better place.What is important is
to know oneself and to dialogue with sincere respect, including self-respect. In that way we can create

a new future together in this globalized world.
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